
City of  Fai r faxð October 2011 

Special points of interest:  

Å City Council Minutes 

Å Library News & Minutes 

Å Mayorõs Minute 

Å Fire Department News 

Å Election Information 

Å Grant Presentation 

Å Recollections of the Past 

Å Hearing Notice 

Å Mobile Mammography 

Å FYSA Spaghetti Dinner  

Å Budget Amendment 

Å Vendor Bazaar Info 

 

F A I R FA X  F A C T S 

 

CITY HALL HOURS  

Monday ð Friday 
7:30 AM ð 4:00  PM 

City Hall Phone: 846-2204 
Email: 

fairfax@southslope.net 
Website:  fairfaxia.com 

 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  

*****************  
 

Council Meeting 

October 11 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax City Hall 

 

Planning & Zoning 

October 18 - 7:00 PM 

Fairfax City Hall 

 

Parks and Beautification 

Committee Meeting 

October 20ð7:00 PM 

Fairfax Public Library 

 

Fire Department  

October 24 - 7:00 PM 

Firemenôs Hall 

MUNICIPAL ELECTION - NOVEMBER 8, 2011 

 

 There will be a municipal election on Tuesday, November 8, 2011.  

Two city council positions will be on the ballot as well as the mayorôs 

position.  The city council positions are four year terms.  The mayorôs 

position has a two year term. 

 Marc Magers and Travis Otto currently serve in these city council 

positions.  Jason Rabe is the current mayor of Fairfax.  The highest vote 

getter for a city council position will start serving their term right after 

the vote is certified, in November of 2011. This is because Travis Otto 

was appointed to fill a vacancy.  The other city council person elected 

and the person elected as mayor will start serving their terms as of Janu-

ary 1, 2012. 

 Five residents submitted papers to have their name placed on the 

municipal election ballot.  They are: 

 For Mayor: 

  -Jason Rabe 

 For City Council: 

  -Charlie Fisher 

  -Marc Magers 

  -Travis Otto 

  -Kenneth Selzer 

 Polls will be open from 7:00 AM to 9:00 PM.  Voting will be held 

at the Fairfax Public Library, located at 313 Vanderbilt Street. 

 Also on the ballot will be the Senate District 18 Special Election.  

The Linn County Auditorôs office will have ballots ready the week of Oc-

tober 17.  The deadline for voter pre-registration is Friday, October 29, at 

5:00 PM at the Linn County Auditorôs office.  The last day the Linn 

County Election Department may send out a ballot is Friday, November 

4.  Ballots mailed back to Linn County must be postmarked by Novem-

ber 2, 2011.  The Election Department will have early voting as soon as 

the ballots are available. 

 If you have any questions, please contact the city clerkôs office at 

319-846-2204 or the Linn County Election Department at 319-892-5300. 



R E C O L L E C T I O N S  O F T H E  PA S T     

LABELLE SCHOOL circa 1920  
 

 This is a picture of LaBelle School, which was located at Cherry Valley Road 

and Walford Road.  Edward and Milo Kilberger are pictured in the white shirts on 

the step. 

 Here is an interesting note.  The three Sampson sisters, Evelena, Bernice, and 

Edith all taught in the rural schools in Fairfax Township during the 1940s.  Eve-

lena (Mrs. David McNamara) at Cherry Valley School which was located at 76th 

Avenue and Cherry Valley Road; Edith (Mrs. Francis Olson) at La Belle School 

which was located at Cherry Valley Road and Walford Road; and Bernice (Mrs. 

Ray Mulherin) at Maple Grove School which was two miles west of LaBelle 

School on Walford Road.  In later years Evelena and Bernice taught at Atkins and 

retired from there.  Edith moved to Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 



 I canôt believe that summer is already coming to a close and before we know it the crops will be out and 

the snow will be flying.  Hopefully, everyone has had an enjoyable summer and gotten their to do lists fin-

ished! 

 The city maintenance staff has been working hard to get their task list for the summer completed and will 

be focusing on our few final summer tasks to get them finished before the snow flies.  At the beginning of the 

spring we sat down and compiled a task list with over fifty minor to major projects.  I believe that our staff 

has completed the vast majority of these and has the remainder scheduled to be finished yet this year.  They 

have done a great job. 

 The city is also finishing up two more projects for this year.  One is Phase 3 of our water main replace-

ment project, which goes down Linn Street and part of Fairfax Road.  As a part of this replacement project, 

we are also extending water and sewer into the new recreation complex and expanding the parking area for 

this new complex.  The rest of the complex will start construction next year.  I want to thank the neighbors 

along this Phase 3 project for their patience and understanding during this latest phase.  This latest phase bid 

came in under our budget so that was an encouragement as we get started on this large project.   

 The second project is Hawkôs Ridge Park.  We are pouring the parking lot up there during the last week 

of September into October.  If you havenôt had a chance to visit this new park it is beautiful.  It is great in two 

ways.  One it looks great and secondly the number of volunteer hours and gifts to complete this project is 

overwhelming.  Thanks to everyone who helped and donated for making this happen.  We will all enjoy this 

park for years to come. 

 In closing, I want to thank everyone for allowing our office staff and myself to go to the annual League of 

Cities Conference in Des Moines.  This is a couple day session filled with workshops and classes on how to 

run a better city government.  This was greatly beneficial to us last year and I am looking forward to imple-

menting and using what I have learned this year.  So, have a great fall, and a safe Halloween. 

-!9/2ȭ3 -).54% 

SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  

NOVEMBER 6, 2011 
 

 At 2:00 AM on the first Sunday in November we set 

our clocks back one hour to return to Standard Time.  Day-

light Savings Time is four weeks longer since 2007 due to 

the passage of the Energy Policy Act in 2005.  Arizona, Ha-

waii, American Samoa, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin 

Islands do not observe Daylight Savings Time. 



 

Fourth Annual  

Fairfax Youth Sports Association  

Spaghetti Dinner  
 

Friday, Oct. 28, 2011 @ the American Legion  

**$5 per ticket**  

**All You Care To Eat**  

**5 -8pm**  

**Spaghetti, salad, garlic toast & a drink**  
Fundraiser to support the Fairfax  

Baseball, Softball, T -Ball and Soccer leagues    

50- 50 Drawing!  

Tickets will be presold by 

the baseball, softball,     

t -ball and soccer players.  

Tickets are also available 

at the door!  

Make A Difference-Volunteer 



To the Citizens of Fairfax: 

 

 By the time you read this we will have just completed our first ever Fairfax 

Soccer League season. 92 players and more than 24 volunteer coaches partici-

pated to make it a full blown success. All told, the Fairfax Youth Sports Associa-

tion 2011 season saw more than 300 children participate in baseball, softball, T-

ball,  and soccer.  

 The future of the program is even brighter. As you may or may not know, the 

City of Fairfax has approved a new sports complex that will ensure that all of our 

children have updated, convenient and safe facilities to continue these programs 

going forward. This facility should be ready for use by the spring of 2013. Watch 

for future updates. 

 We want to thank all of our sponsors and donors for your past support as you 

are a very important part of the program and we look forward to continuing our 

relationship in the future. Your support allows us to offer these programs free of 

charge to the children of Fairfax.  

 Thank you to all of our other supporters and volunteers. All of the citizens, 

family members, grandmas and grandpas, aunts and uncles, neighbors and anyone 

else who has bought a ticket to our pancake breakfast, spaghetti  dinner (which is 

on Friday, October 28 this year), bought a t-shirt or a hot dog at the concession 

stand or supported the program in any other way..THANK YOU! It is the support 

of the ENTIRE COMMUNITY that allows us to provide these programs to the 

children. 

 There is one more group of people that needs to be acknowledged. No matter 

what facilities we have, or how many sponsors donate money, or how many vol-

unteers we recruit to make pancakes, spaghetti, or hot dogs; no matter how much 

equipment we have or how many kids participate, this program works because of 

our COACHES. People who donate their time and talents to make sure our chil-

dren are able to take advantage of everything we have to offer at all levels. They 

schedule practices, haul equipment and players to games, prepare the fields for 

play, encourage and teach the players, and communicate with parents. They per-

form all of those duties and much more. To anyone that has ever coached youth 

sports, for FYSA or for any other organization, the most important thing you did 

was create memories.  

 As our program continues to grow¸ so does our need for coaches. Please con-

sider volunteering. It isnôt about knowing how to coach, itôs about creating those 

memories. 

 

We hope to see you at our Fourth Annual Spaghetti Dinner on  

Friday, October 28th from 5-8 PM at the Fairfax American Legion.  

 

Weôll see you at the ballpark! 

 

Fairfax Youth Sports Association 



 
Proudly Serving Fairfax  

& the Surrounding Communities  
Since 1998!  

 
 

*Complete Auto Body Repair & Refinish 
*I-CAR Gold Class Certified  

Facility & Technicians  
*Free Estimates ï Stop in Any Time 

*Paintless Dent Repair Available by Appointment 
 

_________________ 
 

21 Williams Boulevard ï Fairfax 
(319) 846-3434 

Monday-Thursday 7:00am to 5:30pm 
Friday 7:00am to 5:00pm 

Saturday 8:00am to 12:00pm 



 Happy Fall from the Fire Department!  Now that school is in full swing and your children are in 

the midst of football games, friends, and other events, it is important for you to get involved.  Our 

Fairfax fire departmentôs role is not to respond to just fire calls, but also medical calls.  We ask you 

to get involved with your children and make sure they are aware of the dangers of drugs and alco-

hol.  Fire departments go on many accident and medical calls involving drugs and alcohol.  Some-

times these incidents are people experimenting with drugs or alcohol the first time and some are be-

cause of long-time addictions.  In many of these cases, family and friends have been unaware of any 

drug or alcohol abuse going on until the medical call.  Awareness is a key to prevention, so please 

do your part to try to prevent these types of accident and medical calls for our great towns. 

 Fire Prevention Week is coming!  The week of October 6th the Fairfax, Ely, and Swisher fire de-

partments will be traveling to Prairie Elementary schools and getting the children involved with fire 

prevention and getting an emergency plan together.  The children will be bringing home an activity 

the family will need to be involved in, so please be ready to help them! 

 Even if you donôt have children who will be bringing information home, you still need to think 

about your homeôs fire safety issues.  You should establish an escape plan and practice it twice a 

year.  Have your furnace checked before the heating season to ensure it is operating properly.  

Smoke and fire alarms should be tested regularly.  It is easy to remember to replace the batteries at 

the same we change our clocks.  Alarms should be replaced if they fail a test or at least every ten 

years.  Be aware of common household fire risks.  Some of them are:  cooking, heating systems 

(including space heaters), candles, and electrical malfunctions.  This is the time of year you may be 

pulling out holiday decorations.  Donôt use any light cords that are worn and donôt overload any ex-

tension cords.  

 As we move closer to winter our days are getting shorter.  If you are a walker, be sure to wear 

reflective material and carry a flashlight.  While you are driving, please be on the lookout for people 

walking on the roads at night. 

 Before we know it, we will be driving in winter conditions.  

Make sure you prepare your vehicle by checking the antifreeze 

levels, tires, battery, thermostat, brakes, lights, windshield 

wiper equipment, exhaust, filters, oil level and weight, the 

heater, and defroster; as well as other important systems.  You 

donôt want to be stranded during winter weather.   

 According to the FEMA website at http://www.fema.gov/

hazard/winter/wi_before.shtm a winter emergency kit in your 

car should include:  a shovel; windshield scraper; small broom; 

flashlight; battery powered radio with extra batteries; water; 

snack food; matches; extra hats, socks and mittens; a first aid 

kit with a pocket knife; necessary medications; blankets; tow 

chain or rope; road salt and sand; booster cables; emergency 

flares; and a fluorescent distress flag.  Also, be sure to travel 

with a fully charged cell phone, if possible.  Make sure each 

vehicle at your home has these supplies.  It is also a great idea 

to discuss these supplies with your extended family.  A car 

emergency kit is a wonderful gift idea! 

FA I R FA X  F I R E  A N D  R E S C U E  

P R O U D L Y  SE R V I N G  F A I R F A X - W A L F O R D  A N D  SU R R O U N D I N G  A R E A S 

http://www.fema.gov/hazard/winter/wi_before.shtm
http://www.fema.gov/hazard/winter/wi_before.shtm


IMPORTANT ONLINE UTILITY PAYMENT 

INFORMATION  
 

 If you use an online payment service to pay your City of Fairfax utility 

bill , please be aware that your payment may take a week to ten days to reach 

our office.  We suggest that you initiate your online payment as soon as 

possible after receiving your utility bill to avoid late payments and the 

resulting late charges.    

 

 Most customers do not realize that even though the online payment 

service has charged their bank account or credit card, the city does not 

receive that payment electronically.  Instead, a check is mailed to us, so your 

payment is delayed due to processing and mailing time.  When an online 

payment is initiated close to the payment due date, the payment is likely to 

arrive in our office after the due date has passed. 

 

 The City offers two easy payment alternatives to using an online 

payment service.   
 

¶ Our ACH payment option is a recurring payment which is deducted 

from the customerôs checking or savings account on the 10
th
 day of each 

month.  The Cityôs ACH service is free to the customer.   

 

¶ The other payment option is easily accessed by going the Cityôs 

website, www.fairfaxia.com and clicking on Make an Online Payment.  

Payments can be charged to a credit card or debit card, or deducted 

from your bank account.  This is a one-time payment, and a $3.95 

convenience charge applies each time the service is used.  Payments 

made before 6:00 PM will be received by the City the following 

business day. 

 

 If you have any questions about our payment options, please contact the 

City Clerkôs office by phone 319-846-2204 or email fairfax@southslope.net, 

or stop by the office during regular office hours. 



HALLOWEEN, MONDAY OCTOBER 31, 2011 
 

 Monday, October 31, 2011 is Halloween.  The City of Fairfax 

does not establish regular Trick or Treating times, but the normal 

time in most communities is 6:00 - 8:00 PM.  If you wish to have 

little goblins stop at your home, be sure to have your porch light on 

and the treat bowl full!  Move candles and items that may trip chil-

dren away from the path to your door. 

 Parents, be sure to accompany your children while they Trick 

or Treat.  Children should be able to see and walk easily in their 

costume.  Also, check all treats for signs of tampering before you 

allow them to start snacking.  Iôve always found it wise to sample a 

couple of pieces of chocolate, just to make sure it is ok to eat!  

Have fun and stay safe.  Happy Halloween! 



 

.,                                   
 

FFFaaallllll   VVVeeennndddooorrr   BBBaaazzzaaaaaarrr   
 
 

BBBRRRIIINNNGGG   SSSOOOMMMEEE   FFFRRRIIIEEENNNDDDSSS!!!    

   

SSSHHHOOOPPP   FFFOOORRR   GGGIIIFFFTTTSSS!!!    

SSSHHHOOOPPP   FFFOOORRR   YYYOOOUUURRRSSSEEELLLFFF!!!    
   

CCCRRRAAAFFFTTTSSS,,,    JJJEEEWWWEEELLLRRRYYY,,,    BBBEEEAAAUUUTTTYYY,,,    HHHOOOMMMEEE   AAANNNDDD   

HHHAAANNNDDDMMMAAADDDEEE   GGGIIIFFFTTTSSS   

   AAALLLLLL   UUUNNNDDDEEERRR   OOONNNEEE   RRROOOOOOFFF!!! !!! !!!    

 
 
IBCAF is a non-profit organization  
All proceeds will be used in our community to support programs for  
Breast Cancer Advocacy, Education and Awareness!!  

   

SSSAAAVVVEEE   TTTHHHEEE   DDDAAATTTEEE!!!    
 

SSSAAATTTUUURRRDDDAAAYYY   OOOCCCTTTOOOBBBEEERRR   222999,,,    222000111111   
   

999::: 000000AAAMMM---222::: 000000PPPMMM   

   

SSSTTT...    JJJUUUDDDEEEõõõSSS   PPPAAARRRIIISSSHHH   CCCEEENNNTTTEEERRR   
LLLOOOCCCAAATTTEEEDDD   AAATTT:::    

555000   EEEDDDGGGEEEWWWOOOOOODDD   RRROOOAAADDD   NNNWWW   

CCCEEEDDDAAARRR   RRRAAAPPPIIIDDDSSS,,,    IIIAAA      555222444000555   
 

 




