City of Fairfaxd September 2011

FAIRFAX FACTS

Special points of interest:

MUNICIPAL ELECTION - NOVEMBER 8, 2011
A City Council Minutes

A Library News & Minutes There will be a municipal election on Tuesday, November 8, 201.
Two city counci l positions will
position., The city counci l pos
position has a two year term.

Marc Magers and Travis Otto currently serve in these city counc
positions. Jason Rabe is the current mayor of Fairfax. The highest v
getter for a city council position will start serving their term right after
the vote is certified, in November of 2011. This is because Travis Ot
was appointed to fill a vacancy. The other city council person elects
and the person elected as mayor will start serving their terms as of Ja
ary 1, 2012.

Candidates must be an eligible elector of Fairfax. This means y«
must meet the same qualifications required to vote and be a residen

the City of Fairfax. To place your name on the ballot, you must comple

AMayorés Minu
A Fire Department News

A Election Information

A Hawks Ridge Park Update
A Recollections of the Past
A Hearing Notice

A Library Board Notice

A FYSA Spaghetti Dinner

A UP Crossing Information

A Lifeline and Linkup Notice

A Project Information

CITY HALL HOURS
Monday 6 Friday
7:30 AM0 4:00 PM

City Hall Phone: 8462204

Email:
fairfax@southslope.net
Website: fairfaxia.com

UPCOMING MEETINGS
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Council Meeting
September 137:00 PM
Fairfax City Hall

Parks and Beautification
Committee Meeting
September 1& 7:00 PM
Fairfax Public Library

Planning & Zoning
September 207:00 PM
Fairfax City Hall

Fire Department
September 267:00 PM
Firemenods

an Affidavit of Candidacy and a Nomination Petition. At least 10 signe
tures will be required on the Nomination Petition. You can get thes

forms from the city clerkoés off
Www.Sos.state.ia.us/elections t he Li nn County A
their website atvww.linncounty.org/auditor

You must submit the completed

earlier than Monday, August 29, nor later than Thursday, September 22
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CITY OFFICES CLOSED

All City of Fairfax offices will be closed on
Monday, September 5, 2011 for the
Labor Day Holiday.
The city staff wishes you a safe and
happy holiday weekend.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF THE PAST
Reprinted from the March 23, 1898, issue of the Cedar Rapids Weekly Gazette

Mr. Wicke's Engine 0s it Appears on he Road.
HAS A FINE INVENTION
J.A. Wicke of Fairfax and His New Trashing Engine.

J. A. Wicke, a young man born and raised in Linn county and now residing
near Fairfax, has taken out letters patent upon an invention which mechanics de-
clare to be not only a great success, but which it is believed will supersede every-
thing in its line ever before used. It is a traction engine and tender, designed prin-
cipally for threshers. Those who know anything about farming or threshing ma-
chinery know that the old traction engine is not only an inconvenient but a dan-
gerous affair, though in many section of the country it has taken the place of the
horse power. In speaking of his invention to a Gazette reporter Mr. Wicke said:

A | have full contr ol of the engine
everything within easy reach, the same as on a railway locomotive. From this
seat the engineer has full control of the throttle and reverse levers, friction clutch,
right and left injectors, steering wheel and draft door lever. The crank pin and ec-
centrics work inside the cab and are fitted with compression cups so that lubrica-
tion can be attended to from the cab and while running, if necessary. The water
and steam gauges and sight feed lubricator are all in plain sight of the engineer
and all are fitted with gauges.
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Dear Maver Rab,

O behall of Tnien Pacifie, L extend ourappreciation o e cormmunily of Faicloe for their
palense with the recent constriction activities al the Yanderbill Streel vrossing over Tlnisn
Macific tracks, We recognize that this is te privsoey thammehfire Tor residents who do ool wish
to use the Lighwy overpass Tor quick dovwntosn eceands, As T undersigod e situativ, e
eailroad nilialTy elosed (he erossing For teack repair wark and iU was later closed by coenly
officials due o a rough crossing sinfaee, 10wss not oo intention o have the crossing closed loe
an cxtended fime, W npolegrice fer sy incenveaiones this caused,

Thenk wou for previding regular updates reparding the condition o the covsing aml Tor
cxploting all avenuss e o tinely reopening of the erosaing. [apelogise thal we vwore ol able o
eeapend e guivkly, Plense lot me know if 1 can be ol any assistance inthe e,
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As | have stated in previous articles | would like to dig deeper into the cost, funding, and repayme
projects that we have talked about over the ¢

It is required by law to break out funding into ressential and essential categorsslets do that first:
Non-essential Category
1. Athletic Fields/ Park (see exhibit A)
a. Installation of two parking lots, one off of Linn St and one off of Fairfax Rd.

b. Installation of two baseball fieldgxisting facilities were in place when the town had 1/3 of ouf

current population
. Installation of two soccer fieldshis can be used for four youth fields

c
d. Installation of a building that will house a concession stand, bathroom facilities, and a mainge-

nance garage
e. Installation of a walking trail with playgrounds to make it enjoyable for residents of all ages
f. Installation of baseball field lighting as cost permits
g. Installation of other items such as trees, walkways, and a batting cage
Engineerdéds Total Cost Es t$1,98658280

2. Trail (see exhibit B)
a. Installation of a trail from Cemetery Rd across Prairie Creek coming out at approx. Vander
b. Project initiated in approx. 2005 upon the receiving of a grant to assist in paying for trail (th
was a five year wait before the grant could be utilized)
c. Another connection point that will allow citizens on both sides of the creek to access facilitie
business via walking or biking
Engineerds Total Cost Es t$1,00402609

Total Initial Non Essential Cost Estimate: $3,013,608.89
Minus left over 04/05 LOST Sewer Improvement Funds: -$25,000.00
Minus Cash We Have Saved for Trail Project: -$219,000.00
Minus TraitFHWA Grant: -$477,000.00

Total Proposed to Borrow for Non Essential Costs: $2,292,608.89

Essential Category
1. Drainage along East Cemetery Rd (see exhibit C)
a. Stabilize, and expand existing drainage way from which tHeS8@litch flows into under
Cemetery Rd
b. Install a new pipe and ditch further west to accommodate drainage from the westerly portio
the basin
Engineerds Total Cost Est B72008712

2. Water Main Replacement Phase Ill (see exhibit D)
a. Replace cast mains down Losey St.
b. This will continue the townds steady mar
town will have updated mains/hydrants for better reliability, capacity, and fire protection.
Engineerds Total Cost Est b2131398
Total Initial Essential Cost Estimate: $1,007,391.11
Total Proposed to Borrow for Essential Costs: $1,007,391.11
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You might be asking how are we going to pay for this, or why do so many projects at one Iime’?

1. We are proposing to pay for this through Tax Increment Financing. No new streams o

reve-

nue or general fund revenue will be used to pay for the projects. We have done this of many

projects including the new water tower, the purchase of the ground where the projects
take place, water main replacements, drainage improvements, and various other proje
a. TIF is basically the capture of the tax revenue increase from new developments
Urban Renewal Districts.

will
CtS.
in the

b. TIF allows rapidly growing towns to build infrastructure, renew and improve aregs of

town, and add amenities to match our population base.
c. An area that has been placed in TIF is only available for this purpose for 20 ye
The goal is at the end of the 20 years the town has grown, thereby providing ad
revenue to the city, county and school district.
2. Currently you pay $32.36 per $1,000 of valuation in property taxes. Of this the city reg
$8.10 or roughly 25%. By utilizing TIF we can pay for our rapidly expanding growth by

porarily grabbing roughly the full $32.36. This encourages growth, enables the city to [Ilqmd

projects that match the population base and provides tax revenue for all entities once
has expired.

3. Itis our goal to do two bond issues. This will eliminate unnecessary attorney and bong
fees (similar to financing a home there are costs, by wrapping it up into fewer bond iss
save), we take advantage of still low construction costs, we continue to fill the TIF pipe

that we can undertake additional projects over the coming years, and we take advantalge of

record low interest rates. Our last issue was nearly a 3% rate and there have been re
sues by other cities of in the high 2% range.

Therefore, one proposed bond would be for the Athletic Fields/Park and Water Main Pr
$2,249,926.78 while a second bond would be issued later next year for the Trail and Drain
jects for $1,050,073.22.

In the past there have been times when we have borrowed at a much higher level in comy
our General Fund and overall budget, like when we purchased the property the athletic field
built on. | have developed a ratio that ensures we keep our TIF financing at an acceptable
2008 we were at a 64.76% ratio, which made things uncomfortably tight, by 2011 we were dq
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23.78% ratio. The preceding proposals would put us in the 50% ratio bracket, which is a conpfortable

bracket for us to meet our obligations, and still be able to financially respond to an emgq
Within four years we would be at a 28% ratio again. This is all based on a 2.5% growth ratg
we have been growing at a more brisk2Z0% growth rate.

The Fairfax City Council will be holding public hearings concerning these projects and t

rgency.
, which

neir fi-

nancing during their special city council meeting on Tuesday, August 30, 2011. This meeting begins

at 6:00 PM and is held at 525 Vanderbilt Street. This meeting is open to the public.

| do not take these projects, or the costs lightly. My goal has been from day one to cont
hi story of a | ow tax rate while stildl ens

nue our
ur i

lieve that by leveraging the financing available to us because of our unique position of bein§ one of

the fastest growing towns in lowa it enables us to do these projects without adding to the b
us as taxpayers. If you have any questions please call me-8130917 or email me anhayor-
rabe@gmail.cornlook forward to hearing from you.

irden ol
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EXHIBIT A - ATHLETIC FIELDS/PARK PROJECT
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EXHIBIT B - TRAIL PROJECT
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EXHIBIT C - DRAINAGE PROJECT
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EXHIBIT D - WATER MAIN REPLACEMENT PHASE 3
WITH PARKING LOT IMPROVEMENTS
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Fourth Annual
Fairfax Youth Sports Association

Spaghettl Dinner

Friday, Oct. 28, 2011 @ the American Legion
**$5 per ticket**
*All You Care To Eat**
*x 5 -8pm**
**Spaghetti, salad, garlic toast & a drink**
Fundraiser to support the Fairfax

Baseball, Softball, T -Ball and Soccer leagues
50- 50 Drawing!

Tickets will be presold by
the baseball, softball,

§

Tickets are also available
at the door!

S

@
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t-ball and soccer players.
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STOP IN FOR LUNCH
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY LUNCH SPECIAL

$5.95
HAPPY HOUR

MONDAY thru SUNDAY SEPTEMBER CARRYOUT SPECIAL
11AM-6PM Two 14” SAUSAGE OR PEPPERONI PIZZA’s S20

e CALL: 845-4045 TO ORDER

O‘ ~. ]
', Pamrax, towa "¢ 5.

WEEK NIGHT SPECIALS
| MONDAY | TUESDAY |WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY |  FRIDAT
%PRICEPIZZA  RIBBASKET 49 CENT $1.50 BEEF $4 BOMBS
$4.00 W/FF&SLAW  TRADITIONAL TACOS
DOMESTIC $7.99 WINGS $3.00 2 PC CHICKEN $5.99
MINIS $2.25 Domestic $3.00 CORONA  4PCCHICKEN $7.99
Bottles MORGANS BOTTLES

Proudly Serving Fairfax
& the Surrounding Communities
Since 1998!

*Complete Auto Body Repair & Refinish

R E PAI R *|-CAR Gold Class Certified

Facility & Technicians
*Free Estimates i Stop in Any Time

&
C o L L I S I 0 N *Paintless Dent Repair Available by Appointment
CENTER

U.S. HIGHWAY 151
FAIRFAX, IA

www.walnrepair.com

21 Williams Boulevard 1 Fairfax
(319) 846-3434
Monday-Thursday 7:00am to 5:30pm
Friday 7:00am to 5:00pm

Saturday 8:00am to 12:00pm




HAWKS RIDGE PARK IMPROVEMENTS

The City of Fairfax thanks Eastern lowa Buildings, Inc.
for their donation of the pavilion
and the following concrete pad sponsors:

Acoustics by Washburn

American Legion Pekomy Post #572
Bellon-Africa Family Farms, LC
Big Rigger Builders, Inc.
Caseybs Gener al
CedRel Supper Club

Dave Schmitt Construction
Eagle Concrete, Inc.

Eastern lowa Carpet Care
Electrical Concepts

Fairfax State Savings Bank
Guaranty Bank & Trust Co.

Hall & Hall Engineers, Inc.
Kevin & Christine Hasler

St

Hynekoés Lawn Car e
lowa Network Services
ITC, Midwest

Maglott Company, Inc.

Merta Concrete

MidAmerican Energy Company

Northway Well and Pump Company

Albere&Jane Bamkot.

Schrader Excavating & Grading, Co.

Gordon & Shirley Sevig

Simmons Perrine Moyer Bergman,
PLC, Attorneys

South Slope

Star Bar

Deb and Steve Streff

TruNorth Construction Specialty Group

Van Meter Industrial, Inc.

Waln Repair & Collision Center

Wilson-Hite Insurance, Inc.

The City of Fairfax is continuing to work on the Hawks Ridge Park Improve-
ments. More information is being gathered regarding the restroom project and we
are trying to get some cost quotes for the parking lot paving.

The pavilion pad is poured and looks great!

The pavilion still needs lights,

grills, countertop, and picnic tables installed, so it is not yet ready for full use.



